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Dear Friends and Family, 

Merry Christmas from the Congo!  Larry and I are anxiously preparing for the end 

of our 7
th

 term teaching at TESOL, The English-speaking School of Lubumbashi. The 

three-year contract we signed with the General Board of Global Ministries of the 

United Methodist Church is up in August of next year. We are even more anxiously 

wondering what God has in 

store for us after that!  Let’s 

look back at 2014. 

We hosted Christmas dinner for 3 other missionaries, our Australian friend, 

Michelle, and Nea, the 

3 year old Congolese 

she has adopted.  

Roasted chicken and 

dressing were almost 

as good as turkey, and 

we even had 

electricity! 

January 16 & 17 are 

national holidays in 

the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo. 

We celebrated by 

going to Zambia with our good friends from Switzerland, fellow missionaries 

Roman and Daria Hofer and their daughter, Jael. We stayed at Nsobe Game 

Park and actually saw 

African animals: zebra and 

giraffe as well as many 

species of African antelope. 

One the way back we 

stayed at Kafakumba 

Training Center near Ndola, operated by former Global Ministries missionaries 

John and Kendra Enright. It was SO nice to worship in English! 

February and March we mostly taught. Larry became a math teacher in 

September, teaching 

general math to grades 5 

and 6, algebra to grade 8 

and geometry to grade 9. We both taught English to students who only 

spoke French in September, I taught them reading and spelling another 

hour and Larry taught the older students math. I also taught English, 

grammar and composition to grade 8, social studies to grade 6, and 

reading and social studies to fifth graders. Teaching here, as everywhere, 

is a full-time job!  

April saw us chaperone 16 high school students for 8 days in Cape Town 

South Africa! We have pictures and stories galore, and were very thankful 



for the French speaking teacher who also accompanied the group. Seeing where the 

Atlantic and Indian Oceans meet from the top of Table Mountain was spectacular, 

but the highlight of the trip was the tour of Robben Island and seeing the tiny cell 

where Nelson Mandela spent 18 years. 

Third term goes fast each year as students busily prepare for the annual 

International Supper. I confess our 

attention was somewhat divided, as we 

were also contacting churches in the US 

to prepare for 2 months of “itineration.” (We will be doing this again soon—if your 

church would like such a visit please contact us at kschmitz@umcmission.org). Daria 

and Jael went to Switzerland in early May to wait for the arrival of baby brother. 

Roman took us to Ferme Futuka, an animal farm near Lubumbashi, where we saw 

zebra, giraffe, water 

buffalo, and warthogs 

in addition to various 

species of antelope. 

The animals are fed and the entire farm is fenced in, but it is still 

pretty exciting to see wild animals. The highlight of the spring, 

however, was being asked to help serve Communion at the 

French-speaking service in Jerusalem United Methodist Church. 

The experience is just as powerful in French as in English. 

We actually missed the last day 

of school to fly to New York City 

on June 27. After a weekend of 

playing and 2 days of training, 

we arrived in Kansas City on July 

2.  How GREAT to be met at the airport by family and good friends! July and August flew by as 

we hugged granddaughters Meadow (3), Molly (2) and Larkin (1), visited with Mom and other 

relatives, tried to catch up with friends, and spoke at over 20 churches and Mission U’s in SD, IA, 

MO, KS!  It was especially gratifying that we were able to attend the weddings of Samantha 

Gamble to Jake Kintz and Kathryn Boman to Joe Lavine and were home for “Grandpa Don” 

Laningham’s funeral.  Unfortunately, Larry had minor surgery which meant lots of time spent in 

doctor’s offices. Way too soon for our liking, we were headed back to Lubumbashi! 

This term at TESOL is much like last. Larry is teaching math to grades 5, 6, and 

9 and science to seventh grade. We both work with ELL and Kristy teaches 

them another hour. She also teaches literature, grammar, and composition to 

7
th

 grade and grammar and composition to 5
th

 and 6
th

 grades.  The highlight 

of this term was our “fall break” trip to Victoria Falls! Oh, wow! Words 

cannot express its beauty and power, and that was in the dry season! We also 

toured a village and took a sunset boat tour on the Zambezi River, where we 

saw hippos, elephants, zebra, giraffe, a warthog, crocodile and many birds 

and antelope. The national park is much more rustic and seeing those 

animals was a real treat. We can’t wait for our next wilderness experience.  

So another year draws to an end—a year so impossibly different than any we 

imagined 3 years ago! We wish for you a blessed Christmas season, filled with many moments that make it easy to remember the 

Reason for the Season. May God’s love be evident to you and through you during Advent and 2015! 

Larry and Kristy Schmitz (Please consider a gift to our advance project TESOL or to Kristen or Larry Schmitz @UMCmission.org) 


